
The Essex branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) has been actively 
involved in the preparation and examination of Uttlesford District Council’s Local Plan. 
During this process CPRE has repeatedly voiced its concerns over the emerging spatial 
strategy - and, in particular, the proposed Garden Communities. 

In this respect, the Planning Inspectors’ letter reflects many of the key issues that CPRE 
has highlighted - most notably:

* The North Uttlesford Garden Community is flawed in terms of landscape and heritage 
impacts and the potential for the A505 improvements and public transport infrastructure 
are uncertain, undermining the potential for this Garden Community to be a sustainable 
place; 
* The Easton Park Garden Community is flawed in terms of heritage impacts, the potential 
for highway improvements to M11 junction 8 and the M11 between junctions 8 and 13 are 
uncertain pending further investigations by Highways England and the unknown 
implications of the gas pipeline crossing the site on its capacity for built development; 
* The West of Braintree Garden Community is flawed since the sustainability appraisal and 
viability assessment only considers the part of the site within Uttlesford despite it being 
dependent of the delivery of the larger proposed site allocation in Braintree District.

CPRE agrees with the Inspectors’ findings that the Garden Community approach 
predetermines the strategy long beyond the plan period and so is unduly inflexible. Also 
that realistic infrastructure costs have not been established - so it is uncertain whether the 
Garden Communities will be at all viable and developable. 

CPRE therefore welcomed the Inspectors’ recommended withdrawal of the Local Plan and 
considers the conclusions of the Peer Review Team’s report to be a robust analysis of the 
situation and the right the way forward in the preparation and delivery of an acceptable 
and robust Local Plan.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Hand
Planning Advisor, CPRE Essex 

Statement of CPRE Essex regarding the UDC Local Plan to be considered at the 
Extra-Ordinary Full Council Meeting on 30 April 2020


